Record of Decisions made at a Meeting of the
Adur District Council Cabinet
30 September 2014
Councillor Neil Parkin (Leader)
Councillor Angus Dunn (Deputy Leader)

Councillor Pat Beresford
Councillor Keith Dollemore

Councillor Jim Funnell
*Councillor David Simmons
*= absent

Also in attendance:
Councillors Carson Albury, Brian Boggis, Paul Graysmark, David Lambourne and Lyn
Phillips.
CAB/001/14-15 Declarations of Interest
None were declared.
CAB/002/14-15 Questions and Statements by the Public
The Chairman of the Cabinet invited members of the public present to address the Cabinet.
None were submitted.
CAB/003/14-15 Items Raised under Urgency Provisions
There were no items raised under urgency provisions.
CAB/004/14-15 Adur District Draft Local Plan
The Cabinet had before it a report by the Director for the Economy, copies of which had been
circulated prior to the meeting, available on the website and a copy is attached to the signed
record of these decisions as item 4.
The report presented the Proposed Submission Adur Local Plan 2014. It was proposed that
the Plan be formally published for representations for a period of six weeks (together with the
accompanying Policies Map and Sustainability Appraisal); and that following this publication
period, the Plan (together with accompanying documents) would be submitted to the
Secretary of State. The report explained the background to the development of the Plan; key
elements of its contents, and the forthcoming publication period. The Proposed Submission
Adur Local Plan 2014 was attached as Appendix 2 to the report.
The report and accompanying Plan had also been considered by the Planning Committee
the previous evening, its views and comments were reported to the Cabinet by the Senior
Solicitor.
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A recommendation was made to the Cabinet that the Leader wrote to Mr Pickles seeking a
reconsideration of the proposed changes to the planning system and whether they were
working to benefit communities; the Cabinet agreed with the recommendation and resolved
accordingly.
In addressing the Cabinet the Planning Policy Manager mentioned the work undertaken on
the Plan since it was last presented to the Cabinet. She mentioned the previous
opportunities for public comment on the proposals.. The Plan was a document to guide the
development needs up to 2031. The Plan aimed to meet as far as possible the development
needs of Adur But the significant constraints in the area means that these needs cannot be
met in full.
The Principal Planning Officer (Policy) addressed Cabinet with the key changes since the
last consultation. Whereas previous consultations had been less formal being under
Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning Regulation; the document before Cabinet
for recommendation to Council was under Regulation 19, and is therefore the formal
publication version of the Plan.
The Proposed Submission Adur Local Plan 2014 was divided into five parts:
Part One: Set out the Vision and Objectives of the Plan which had been developed from
work with stakeholders, it sets the context of the Plan. Policy 1 reflects the presumption in
favour of sustainable development found in the NPPF.
Part Two: Set out the strategy of the Plan to facilitate the regeneration of Adur, setting out
how the Plan seeks to work towards meeting Adur’s objectively-assessed requirements for
housing and employment land, but makes clear that due to constraints, it is not possible to
meet these needs in full. An explanation was given on the Duty to Cooperate, and the
methodology undertaken to assess housing need. The housing need figures had been
revised being based on the methodology set out in Planning Practice Guidance. Proposed
allocations at West Sompting (residential and open space); New Monks Farm (residential,
commercial, community facilities etc) and Shoreham Airport (commercial) took into account
environmental assets and constraints. It also provided a ‘broad location’ policy for Shoreham
Harbour (that part which lies within Adur) and forms the ‘policy hook’ for the Joint Area Action
Plan being prepared for submission to the Council in due course. The Officer pointed out
that in relation to access onto the A27 in Lancing; two potential points had been previously
identified; the Highways Agency had previously accepted the two options in principle,
although only 1 is required. The Plan now indicates the preferred option is that closest to
New Monks Farm. However the alternative option remains as a contingency. The Principal
Planning Officer indicated a typographic error in paragraph 2.22 – ‘2488’should read ‘3488’.
Part Three: contained ‘Policies for Places’, these were area-based policies for Lancing,
Sompting, Shoreham-by-Sea, Southwick and Fishersgate, Adur’s countryside and coast
(outside of the National Park) and Local Green Gaps; these policies relate place-specific
issues and proposals. There was a new Policy 14 (Green Gaps) which had been separated
from the previous Policy 13.
Part Four: contained detailed policies on particular topics, including conservation areas and
listed buildings, open space provision, affordable housing and sustainable development,
which would be used in assessing planning applications for development (in conjunction with
others in the Plan as appropriate). In some cases policies were included which had been
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developed through the plan process, and based on appropriate evidence, but which may
require amendment or deletion due to impending Government changes. It was anticipated
these matters could be addressed through ‘modifications’ as part of the Plan examination
process. An amendment was proposed in relation to paragraph 4.50; namely the deletion
of ‘(with an Addendum published in 2014)’, and amendment of ‘8 pitches’ to ‘7 pitches’; also
the table below paragraph 4.51 be amended from ‘2023-2027 Public 2’ to ‘2023-2027 Public
1’. In addition, the Principal Planning Officer highlighted that a Gypsy and Traveller DPD
would be progressed in the future, to address the need for expansion of the Withy Patch site.
Part 5: Appendices: The section contained additional information on matters including
monitoring and delivery, and a schedule of changes to the Policies Map.
The Cabinet Member for Regeneration expressed his support for the Plan before the Cabinet
and recommended it be forwarded to Council on the 9th for approval. He commented on the
earlier work on the Plan undertaken by the now Cabinet Member for Customer Services,
prior to the portfolio changes the previous year and how he had been involved since taking
over the Regeneration portfolio. The Cabinet Member expressed his confidence in the
robustness of the Plan which would serve Adur well for the future of the District.
Mention was made of the need to have confidence in the evidence base of the Plan which
would be thoroughly tested by the Inspector during the examination stage. Officers had
followed the Government Guidelines and learned through the experiences of neighbouring
Councils in finding housing sites.
The Chairman of the Planning Committee addressed the Cabinet on the need to provide for
the future housing and employment needs of Adur’s current and future residents. He referred
to the impact that not providing for such needs would have including the possibility that
young people would have to leave Adur if they could not find homes or jobs.

Decision the Cabinet
i.

Considered the comments made by the Planning Committee sitting on 29
September 2014; the Cabinet agreed with the recommendation and
Resolved that the Cabinet calls on the Secretary of State for Communities
and Local Government, Mr Eric Pickles MP to consider again the changes
the coalition Government has made to this country's planning system to see
if they are working for the benefit of our communities.

ii.

Considered the report, the Proposed Submission Adur Local Plan 2014 and
Sustainability Appraisal, and determined the following
Recommendation to Full Council that:
a) Council agrees that the Proposed Submission Adur Local Plan 2014,
subject to the amendments outlined, , is published for a six-week period of
representation from 20 October – 1 December 2014 under Regulation 19 of
the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations
2012, and that accompanying documents including the Sustainability
Appraisal are also made available.
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b) Council delegates authority to the Director for Economy to amend the
Proposed Submission Adur Local Plan 2014, prior to its publication, and
also the Sustainability Appraisal, where amendment is required to correct
minor errors and for purposes of clarification only.
c) Council delegates to the Director for Economy in consultation with the
Cabinet Member for Regeneration and Chairman of Adur Planning
Committee, to agree for publication those documents accompanying the
Proposed Submission Adur Local Plan 2014.
d) Council agrees that following the six-week publication period for
representations, the Proposed Submission Adur Local Plan 2014 be
submitted to the Secretary for State for examination, together with its
accompanying documents, any representations received during the
publication period, and any updates to the evidence base as may be
necessary.
Reason for Decision
Requirement to publish the Proposed Submission Adur Local Plan 2014
submission to the Secretary of State.

prior to the

Alternative options considered
Call In
There is no call-in for this decision as it is a recommendation to Council on 9 October.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7.50pm having commenced at 7pm.

Chairman
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